
Assignment #1
Historic Markers



History of Historic Marker 
Program in New York State



Started in 1923…

In 1923 [L.1923 Ch.687] the New 
York Historical Association was 
directed to suggest possible 
celebrations for the upcoming "150th 
Anniversary of the American 
Revolution". Small appropriations 
were made in 1924 and 1925 for 
planning purposes, and early in 1926 
[L.1926 Ch.786, 5/5/26] the 
Commissioner of Education was 
directed to arrange the 
commemoration of the 
Sesquicentennial, including 
"...markers to designate sites that are 
of historic significance in the colonial, 
revolutionary or state formative 
period...".



1926-1936 Heyday
Funding was provided in 
support of the erecting of 
markers, and an application 
process was established. 
While details are sketchy, 
apparently markers could be 
acquired from the State 
Education Department for as 
little as $2, after an 
application form detailing the 
text, location, and supporting 
historic documentation was 
filed and approved. Most of 
the historic markers seen 
along highways today were 
erected in this period; roughly 
between 1926 and 1936. 
Funding through a regular 
state appropriation appears 
to have run out as early as 
1939, but active coordination 
and assistance by the Office 
of State History of the 
Education Department 
continued into the 1960s.



Reestablished in 1960
In 1960 the responsibility of SED for the 
erecting and maintenance of historic 
markers was officially re-established 
[L.1960 Ch.394] as follows: "The education 
department is authorized to erect, or cause 
to be erected, markers or signs, identifying 
and describing the historic sites of this 
state, and to maintain such signs in areas 
that are not serviced or maintained by the 
department of public works". The provision 
of this law empowered SED to erect 
markers on any state lands, such as 
highways, rest areas, camp sites, etc. This 
was the origin of the program initiated by 
the Education Department with the 
Thruway Authority to install those over-
sized "Historic Area Markers" one sees 
along the Thruway, and with the 
Department of Public Works [now NYSDOT] 
to install similar ones at rest areas along 
major state roads.



Start of “real” ongoing 
program

This legislation was not directly 
intended to replace the traditional small 
roadside markers with a new type of 
historic marker program; but it had that 
effect. It was, at that time, generally 
considered inappropriate to erect small 
roadside markers on high-speed 
thoroughfares. But this issue was not 
addressed in the bill. Rather, this 
legislation was seen as the beginning of 
the first real state historic marker 
program in New York. The 1926-39 
program was discounted by legislators 
as a temporary, commemorative project 
- which it was. The 1960 legislation, on 
the other hand, was seen as the start of 
an on-going program to identify historic 
sites for educational purposes.



But Never Funded by State
The first, and somewhat "experimental" 
manifestation of this mandate was, 
however, the erection of the large format 
"Historic Area Markers". The small markers 
remained unfunded, lending support to the 
idea they had been eliminated. And this 
impression was promoted by staff of the 
Office of State History, who, by the late 
1960s, were encouraging communities to 
undertake their own local historic marker 
projects, using small-format signs. They 
suggested, however, that these privately 
funded markers have a different design 
and colors than the very recognizable 
"state" markers. There is no evidence this 
suggestion was ever carried through and 
cast markers of the traditional size, style 
and colors continued to be erected, using 
private funds.



Shift to State-owned sites

The 1960 law was repealed in 1966, 
and functions were transferred to the 
State Historic Trust by Conservation 
Law [Ch.815] in an attempt to 
consolidate historic resource 
services in a new agency. The historic 
marker function was now expressed 
in a more general fashion: "To 
designate particular places, whether 
or not owned, operated or 
maintained by the state, as places of 
historic interest, and to take such 
action, including the erection of a 
sign or marker, as may be 
appropriate for public recognition 
and appreciation of such site”.



Lost in the OPRHP

In 1972 the functions of the 
State Historic Trust passed to the 
Office of Parks, Recreation and 
Historic Preservation, but the 
language outlining the historic 
marker function was carried 
forward into a section of that law 
[L.1972 §19.11] titled 
"Functions of Education 
Department" as follows: 
"Preparation of interpretive 
literature, the texts of signs and 
markers, exhibition, and other 
presentations designed to utilize 
the educational potential of 
historic sites".



You’re on Your Own

Unlike many other states, New York 
State does not currently manage a 
historical marker program. Instead, 
local authorities are responsible for 
the approval, installation, and 
maintenance of historical markers. 
Anyone interested in placing or 
repairing a marker should thus check 
with appropriate county, city, town, or 
village historians or officials.

Local historians and others often 
work with the private William G. 
Pomeroy Foundation 
(http://www.wgpfoundation.org/(link 
is external)) to secure funding 
support for markers.



Are There Databases of 
New York State Markers?







Who Maintains Historic 
Markers in New York State?











The Pomeroy Grant 
Program



Original Mission

Our mission began in 2005 when 
Founder and Trustee Bill Pomeroy 
was fighting Acute Myeloid Leukemia 
and his survival was in doubt. 
Fortunately, he was matched with a 
donor and received a lifesaving stem 
cell transplant. 

Bill felt that, should he survive, he 
would help others in a similar 
situation. The idea became the 
genesis for the Foundation’s first 
initiative: to diversify the bone 
marrow donor registry so that 
anyone, from any ethnic background, 
can find a matched donor. We have 
many incredible partners who are 
involved in advancing this lifesaving 
work. 



Passion Project

Our other initiative is 
helping people to celebrate 
their community’s history. 
We meet this by providing 
grants to obtain signage in 
the form of roadside 
markers and plaques. Since 
2006, we have funded 
nearly 1,000 signs across 
New York State and beyond, 
all the way to Alaska. We 
have grown to offer six 
different marker programs.



Education & Historic Tourism

One of the William G. Pomeroy 
Foundation’s core initiatives is to help 
people celebrate their community’s history. 
The Foundation strongly believes that 
historic markers play an important role in 
local historic preservation by serving a dual 
purpose. They educate the public and 
foster historic tourism, which in turn can 
provide much needed economic benefits to 
the towns and villages where the markers 
are placed. The program also fills a gap, as 
New York State stopped funding their 
roadside markers in 1939.

Our New York State Historic Marker Grant 
Program commemorates historic people, 
places, things or events within the time 
frame of 1740-1920. Since 2006, the 
Foundation has funded more than 600 
markers in 53 New York State counties.



Eligibility

This program is open to 

local, state and federal 

government entities, 

nonprofit academic 

institutions and 501(c)(3) 

organizations in New York 

State. Applicants may 

apply for up to five (5) 

markers per grant round.



Design & Text

The colors of this program’s 
markers are blue with 
yellow highlighted lettering 
and border. Markers are 
18” x 32” cast aluminum 
with a 7’ aluminum pole. 

The title line allows 15 
characters and the five 
body lines can have 27 
characters each, including 
spaces and punctuation.



Historical Accuracy

Primary source documentation is 
required to verify historical accuracy. 
The applying agency is responsible 
for supplying photocopies of the 
sources and specific statements 
used to verify historical facts. If 
selected, the strength of supporting 
materials substantially lessens the 
timeframe between acceptance and 
funding. If the William G. Pomeroy 
Foundation cannot substantiate the 
historical accuracy based on the 
supporting documentation provided, 
the opportunity for approval is 
limited.



Applications

Include the following:

O proposed installation location 
in specific detail (including 
GPS coordinates)

O a brief description and 
historical significance of what 
is being commemorated

O proposed inscription for 
marker

O an IRS Determination Letter 
[for 501(c)(3) organizations 
only]

O a letter from the landowner 
granting permission for the 
marker to be installed

O primary source documents 
verifying proposed inscription



More Options?



National Women’s Suffrage 
Marker Program

To celebrate the national 
centennial of women’s 
suffrage in 2020, we’re 
excited to support a national 
Women’s Suffrage marker 
program in collaboration with 
the National Votes for Women 
Trail (NVWT), a committee of 
the National Collaborative for 
Women’s History Sites 
(NCWHS). 

This series commemorates 
the people, places and things 
instrumental to women 
gaining the right to vote in the 
United States in 1920 with 
the passing of the 19th 
Amendment.



Legends & Lore Marker Grant 
Program

Does your community have a great 
piece of folklore that should be 
shared? Legends & Lore is 
designed to promote cultural 
tourism and commemorate 
legends and folklore as part of our 
heritage.

Folklore generally describes 
traditional customs, tales, sayings, 
dances or art forms of a 
community shared by word of 
mouth or observation. Whether 
based in fiction or truth or 
somewhere in between, folklore 
comprises the things people 
believe, say, do and make. Folklore 
can be expressed in numerous 
ways, including as legends, 
folktales, myths and superstitions.



Assignment









It is an academic tradition that faculty own the 

copyright to the scholarly works and lecture 

materials that they produce. In unprecedented 

times, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, class 

information which was prepared with in-person 

learning in mind, is being shared remotely with 

students . Please refrain from sharing lessons 

publicly and seek permission if unsure about 

the appropriate use of lecture material. 


